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Leapin’ Lizards! The Complete Little Orphan Annie To Be 

Released for the First Time Since 1924 

 

IDW Publishing to republish the crown jewel of the world-famous New York 

News-Chicago Tribune comics section 

 

San Diego, CA (January 15, 2008)—In a new golden age of comic strip reprints, IDW 

Publishing is releasing collections of Harold Gray's classic newspaper strip, Little Orphan 

Annie—the first time it’s been printed in completion since the strip ran from 1924 to 

1968. Volume One, Will Tomorrow Ever Come? is to be published by IDW in March 

2008 and will contain more than 1,000 daily comics in nine complete stories, from the 

very first strip in August 1924 through October 1927.  

 

The Complete Little Orphan Annie is unique among comic strip archival books in that it is 

the only one to be reproduced from the original source material. As Harold Gray saved 

virtually every piece of original Little Orphan Annie artwork, as well as syndicate proofs, 

The Complete Little Orphan Annie text will be illustrated with rare photographs and 

background material taken from this unprecedented source of original material—all 

supplied by the Harold Gray archives at the Howard Gotlieb Archival Research Center at 

Boston University.   



 

A surprising side of Annie 

 

The stories in this first volume revolve around the red-headed orphan; her adopted 

father, Oliver "Daddy" Warbucks, who is an archetype of the American capitalist; and her 

constant companion, the lovable mutt, Sandy. The serious tone running throughout Will 

Tomorrow Ever Come? will broaden and enrich the character for those readers who 

know Little Orphan Annie only from the Broadway musical and subsequent film 

treatments. This tone may best be summed up in a statement Gray made of his famous 

character, "Life to her was deadly serious. She had to be hard to survive, and she meant 

to survive." 

 

In the pages of Will Tomorrow Ever Come? readers will discover how Annie escapes the 

orphanage and is ultimately adopted by "Daddy;" how she finds her loveable mutt Sandy 

and rescues him from being tortured; how she meets the Silos, who become recurring 

characters throughout the series; how she joins the circus and first encounters Pee Wee 

the elephant; and how, broke and alone, she hits the road on a succession of dangerous 

yet spiritually uplifting adventures.  

 

"These early stories establish Annie's spunky character," says IDW Publishing editor 

Dean Mullaney. "It's through the incredible trials and tribulations of these first three years 

that Annie emerges as the kid with a heart of gold and a quick left hook." 

 

Rarely seen early strips  

 

Even lifelong Little Orphan Annie collectors have never seen some of the earliest strips 

that are in Will Tomorrow Ever Come? Those that ran from August 5 to November 8, 

1924 are extremely rare because they only appeared in one newspaper, the New York 

Daily News. In fact, the first month didn't even appear in the News' regular edition, but 

only ran in the early "bulldog" edition, as the strip was tested. With a more than favorable 

reaction, the strip began running in the Chicago Tribune on November 10 of that year 

and was shortly thereafter syndicated to other newspapers.  

 



True Annie aficionados will also appreciate that Will Tomorrow Ever Come? is the first 

place that the strip will be printed in the correct order, as the New York Daily News 

printed some of the early strips out of order.  

 

A cultural icon  

 

Since its premiere in August 1924, Little Orphan Annie has become a cultural icon—in 

both her red-headed, blank-eyed appearance, and as the embodiment of American 

individuality and self-reliance.  

 

"Harold Gray's Little Orphan Annie is one of the great American comic strips," says 

comics historian Jeet Heer, who is writing an extensive biographical essay on the author, 

which will run continuously through the series. "With Dickensian imagination and gusto, 

Gray put his spunky orphan through a world of trouble: She road the rails with tramps 

and hobos, outwitted tommy-gun wielding gangsters, saved family farms from rapacious 

bankers, foiled Nazi submarine captains and helped her adopted father ‘Daddy’ 

Warbucks in his constant struggles against the enemies of America. With a heart-felt 

populist spirit, Gray's comic strip captured the essence of mid-20th century America. We 

should all be glad to see Annie again in her truest incarnation."  

 

Gray was born in 1894 in Kankee, Illinois and began his cartooning career as an 

assistant to Sydney Smith, creator of the famously successful strip, The Gumps. As 

writer and illustrator of Little Orphan Annie, Gray's pacing was impeccable, and 

storylines sometimes ran for more than a year. 

 

Each volume of The Complete Little Orphan Annie will contain several complete 

storylines and will cover from two to three years per book. The series will be released as 

part of IDW's The Library of American Comics imprint. 

 

ABOUT IDW PUBLISHING 

IDW PUBLISHING is a division of Idea and Design Works, LLC, a revolutionary 

creative service company with a wide range of clients. Among its best-selling 

titles are Hasbro’s THE TRANSFORMERS; Paramount/CBS’s STAR TREK; 



Fox’s ANGEL; Konami’s METAL GEAR SOLID; and Peter David’s FALLEN 

ANGEL. IDW’s 30 DAYS OF NIGHT film from Sony Pictures was released in 

October 2007 and was the #1 movie in its first week of release. IDW has other 

films in development at Dimension Films and Paramount Pictures as well. 

More information about the company can be found at www.idwpublishing.com.  

 


